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had only seendiy visited, He sguke of the undversite y the intellectuel
25X1 gathierings, the iohersat Trilidarce of the pseudo-s:holers I .
25X1 _:._

25X1 h, 1 |‘a‘rw v tngriration Jrow Bovlet s iteratuce, 1n
gptle of wel. menuly; r'~000 Helsvaly, Todorev and other l,mi

25x1 nenl men lo(‘ 1._>c--~}-4 of e T v echied 8 polnt mueh repoved Trom the
spdede of antiowsd Conilounnes-s, 25X1

DRI R P

[oIsTRIOVT OK wp [STATE el 'Fs’{ﬁv [‘ Ty

N R I LTI I —




.

Approved For Release 2003/09/29 : ;CIA-RDP85-50)%%O9A000500380058-4

CONFIDENTIAL] | 25X 1

— 1

5. "Anghel Todorov, one of the Bulgarian ¢ritics, in his defense suggested: ‘'The
ties of the Bulgarian people, the Bulgarian intellectuals with Russian litera-
ture date back to the pre-re volutionary period. The close similarity between
the two langvages, the zommon humanistic tendencies of the two people, direpted
the attention of the Bulgarian people iin their thirst for knowledge towards
Russian culture and literature represented by the gigantic figures of Pushkin,
Lermontov, Gogol, Tolstoy, and Gorlky. !

6. "Radevsky said: 'In Soviet 1literature 1r,u.t:c' people, our intellectuals saw the
reflection of trhat new spiri+ coming to the fore in the Soviet Union which our
people so0 =@agerly dezired.' This was ;n:rt‘ e platitudinous statement.

7. "Almost all Bulgarian literature had some Russian influence. Even

25X1 the straight news reporting on a factory or a collective farm has taken on the
Soviet styie of scenarin d

:riptiveness. A piece on the Lenin Plant in an of-
ficial magazine begins thus: 'At night when the dim of the last train dies
down and the tail light of the last wagon venishes in the darkness, quiet set-
tles on the litlle shation. The late travelers scatter in the dark village
street. Here and there = dog barks sleepily and the windows light up--e sign
that the owner has come home. 'Most of the travelers take the road coming
from Tsurkve village; they are headed towards the hundreds of lights which
look like & beauthiful amphitheatrisally~built harbor from a distance., These
are the lights of the Lenin Plant--the ifirst metallurgical plant in our coun-

try.! }
|
8. "In poetry Vlisdimir Mayokovsly is the greet Soviet writer who has ingpired a
full helf-century of Bulgarian writers. GCeo Milev, the Bulgarian poet who
first took to German expressloulsm, was the first to adopt the 'revolutionary
poetry.' Hristo Smyrnensky, the Bulgerian revolutionary darling, became
another of Mayakovsky's admirers , followed a host of living Bulgearian writers.
Todorov even suggested.: 'Today one canhot speak of the renaissance of present-
day Bulgarian poatry, of its great successes without pointing out Mayakovsky's
influence. We shtudy ke spirit of his poetry and follow his example in link-
ing the artistic work wita the funda.mental interests of the people in their
struggle for sociaiism.! ;
|
9. "Hristo Smyrnensky, the late Bulgarian révolutionary poet, who died in 1923
and vwhose 30th anniversary of his death|was being celebrated | ]
25X1 in Bofia [3 about late October 1953 /, was a solorful personality. He died at
the age 2f 25 and Dimitrov called him 'with his talent and the nature of his
militant literary worke » Bmyranensky is our Bulgarian Mayakovsky.' And perhups
e glimpse of Smyrnensky's works may giv¢ an idea of the overall Bulgarian lit-
erature today. His poem Moscow, which is his ideologlecal homage to the Mecca
of Communiem, 1s & tributs te & 'flame, ;th.robbing pulse egain!!

'Mosuow! Moweow! i

Against your fimly armored gates of stone
Were dashed the hostile waves of hate,

And woe and misery for ever gone,

Where'sr you cast your ruby shade.!

10. "But 4t is his ghort shory tThe Story of the Stairs'.-dedicated to all thoae
‘dho will say--'this has nothing to do with me,' whick can compare well inter-
nationally. It deals with the development and desline of fasclsm in a
slightly surreelistic style. It is about &)Foung man with unbowed head and
tightly clenched fists who climbs a stafrcase, is confronted by a devil end
made to give at each step something dear to him. At first his 1limbs ard at
laat his heart anc memory. The young men gives 1t all to eventually find him-
self on the p of the world. 25X1
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"'He looked at +the feasting princes, then looked down where the ragged grey mob
raged and cursed., He looked, but not one muscle twitched in his face; it re-
mained radiant, 83y, pleased. Down belowv ke saw crowds in their holiday
clothes and their moans were hymns. “Who are you," the devil asked him in his

hoasrse voice.

"'*I am a prince by blrth, and the gods are my brothers! Oh, how beautiful is
the earth and how haopy are the people. !

"SBuch 1s the sohmol of Literature that abounds in Bulgaria today. Internation-
ally it does mot have much influence, for it is at best a second-rate version
of Russian and Polish literature. But occasionally some new and refreshing
Pleces are written. Bulgariz is a country which has hitherto been lost to the
world--both Western and Eastern. World interest d4n her “has been very meagre
and Bulgaris Berself played no role in the modern world as such.

"Nevertheless, there is a strange magic in the air

"The parrot-like expressions of the glories of the People's Republic, the in-
herent contradictions in their own economic achievements, and the very messy
form of Marxism practiced makes reality an enigma itself. Here have inter-
mingled bourgeoils courtesies and fasQist scrutiny, Marxist doctrines and Mos-
cow's state capitalism, the uuperturbed, uncollectivized Macedonien peasant,
and the highly Psrty-lined worker at the major plants--all in a way to make
Bulgaria the greatest enigma for the Western mind. .

"The morale of the people is nevertheless quite in keeping with the spirit of

& change. It is net the intrinzic change which Marxism promises but the

change and the promise of prasperity people like. And nevér before have .the
people been offered Frogperity., This hope keeps Bulgaria where it is today.
When this hope fades or else disappears, there will be the same humdrum exis~
tence but no volcanic eruption. The bulgarians are Just not made of that stuff.

"In Bulgeris no stimulant ideology heunts the masses as Buch, or determine any
course for them. And there will be no significant change either for, or
against, Moscovite Cominformism in the coming years,"
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